Beads of Courage Bead Bag Guidelines
Thank you for your interest and generosity to stich bead bags to be used with Beads of Courage members. Please use
the following directions for sewing bead bags to ensure consistency.
Visit https://store.beadsofcourage.org/beads-of-courage-sewing-labels.aspx to order the Beads of Courage Bead Bag kit.
A $10 donation covers costs of 50 Bead Bag labels, 50 Caring Artist cards, & shipping.
The Artist Cards can be personally signed to acknowledge the effort and talent that goes into making each bag. Our bead bag
labels are necessary for branding the services we provide to our members, and we thank you for your understanding and
ensuring each bag made for the Beads of Courage program includes these labels. We greatly appreciate your tremendous
support of our organization!

Materials needed (per bag):
•
•
•
•

2 pieces 9x12" focus fabric
2 pieces 9x12" lining fabric
2 pieces cording or ribbon 26"
Beads of Courage Bead Bag label and “caring artist card”

Instructions*:
1. Sew Beads of Courage label in middle lower part or right corner of 1 piece of focus fabric.
2. Stitch pieces of focus fabric together along long edge.
3. Do the same process with lining fabric and iron the seams open.
4. Turn lining fabric right side out and place into focus fabric (right sides will be facing each other).
5. Stitch 1/4" from the top all the way around top.
6. To attach fabric together, iron seam open and turn right side out- focus fabric will be facing out now.
7. To make the "tunnel" for the cording, stitch all the way around 1/2" from the top catching both the focus and
lining fabrics.
8. Reinforce at the side seams using reverse stitch.
9. Stitch all the way around 1 ¼" from the top catching both focus and lining fabrics.
10. Reinforce at side seams.
11. Using a seam ripper, open at side seams through the focus fabric only.
12. Turn bag inside out, and serge layers at the bottom together.
13. Turn right side out, and using a safety pin, thread cording through the 'tunnel' starting at one seam opening and
ending at the same seam.
14. Repeat starting at the other seam
15. Please include a “caring artist card” in each bag.

Beads of Courage Bag Kit contents

Example of completed bead bags

*A heartfelt thank you to Nancy Fay for providing these detailed bead bag instructions.

